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were found to have in their nets three bushels of small
fish, l which fish by reason of their srnallness could be
of no use to any one.'1 In the same way in 1376 and
1402 complaints were made that salmon and other fish
in the Thames were being destroyed by certain contri-
vances which took in all the fry and small fish, which
were of no use to any one and were only used to feed
the pigs.2 In the same year, 1376, it was stated that
during the last seven years some fishermen had intro-
duced an instrument which they called a ' Wondyr-
choun' made like an oyster drag, of excessive length,
attached to which was a net so close that no kind of
fish could get through. When this was used along the
coast its heavy long iron destroyed the mud, seaweed,
and the spat of oysters and mussels, and so deprived
the fish of their food and drove them away.3
Besides regulating the implements of the industry,
some control in the way of constituting close times
was exercised over the periods at which it might be
carried on. In 1278, in view of the great destruction
of spawning salmon in the Derwent and neighbouring
rivers, a close time, from 29 September to 30 November
and again from i May to 24 June, was instituted, and a
few years later, in 1285, an Act was passed by which
a close time was appointed for salmon from 8 September
to ii November.4 In London in 1298 great nets of 2-inch
mesh might be used west of London Bridge all the year
round, and ' peteresnet' all the year except during the
smelt season.5 East of London Bridge, in the Thames
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